In southern Peru the climate is subject to several gross changes from the Pacific to the Highlands.
The relatively cool coastal area, with small diurnal fluctuations of temperature and atmospheric humidity, is followed above the 800 m contour by the dry and warm Atacama Desert. From 2,000 m. above sea-level precipitation in creases while temperatures decrease over very short distances. In the Highland east of the volcanic cordilleras diurnal amplitudes are particularly high (30 ?C. in August), but decrease again in the direc tion of Lake Titicaca (Fig. 3 a, This study attempts to elucidate the significantly more abrupt change in the climatic and plant-geographical change of forms at high altitudes on the fringe of the tropics than in mountains of middle and higher latitudes. Isolines of the same average diurnal fluctuations of temperature in January (Fig. 3a) and August (Fig. 3 Temperaturschichtung  l0oo  i2oo  14oo  16oo  1300  2O00  2200  2400  200  400  600  800  1000 1200 Uhr 
